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Shakespeare in American Communities Grants
h

Grants Mark 14 Year of Bringing Shakespeare to Youth

Minneapolis, MN – Arts Midwest today announced $1 million in grants to 40 nonprofit, professional
theater companies across 26 states, plus the District of Columbia, to perform the works of William
Shakespeare for students through Shakespeare in American Communities. The awards mark the
fourteenth consecutive year of Shakespeare in American Communities, a national program managed by
Arts Midwest in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). Each of the participating
theater companies will present productions of Shakespeare plays to students from at least 10 schools.
Accompanying educational activities include in-school residencies, workshops, or post-performance
discussions. Performances will take place between August 1, 2016, and July 31, 2017.
Since the program’s inception in 2003, Shakespeare in American Communities has introduced middle and
high school students to the power of live theater and the masterpieces of William Shakespeare, benefiting
more than 2.8 million individuals, including 2.3 million students, with live performances and educational
activities.
In this 400th anniversary year of Shakespeare’s death, both the Shakespeare in American Communities
program and Shakespeare’s work continue to be relevant. “Each year, the theater companies we support
present Shakespeare’s plays to a new group of middle and high schoolers across the country,” said Susan
Chandler, Arts Midwest’s vice president. “And those students discover—through the artistry of these 40
outstanding theater companies—that Shakespeare wrote about the joy of young love, the perils of war,
and the inequity of racial injustice. We are grateful that the National Endowment for the Arts’ partnership
with us opens students’ eyes to Shakespeare and all the meaningful issues he wrote about that continue to
resonate today.”
One hundred and four theater companies across the United States have taken part in Shakespeare in
American Communities since 2003. These companies have presented 33 Shakespeare plays through
10,500 performances and 32,500 educational activities at more than 8,500 schools in 3,600 communities
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Below are three examples
demonstrating the types of activities that will be conducted by theater companies funded by Shakespeare
in American Communities to engage students with Shakespeare:
The Acting Company (New York, NY) will perform Julius Caesar, directed by Devin Brain, presented
in rotating repertory with Marcus Gardley’s new play Caesar X, based on the assassination of Malcolm
X. The two productions will share the same set and a primarily black company of ten actors. The

company has designed a new touring model that will increase their impact by building partnerships with
12 high schools through their Learning Through Theater educational program. These schools represent a
racial, ethnic, and socio-economic cross-section of the nation.
California Shakespeare Theater (Berkeley, CA) will perform Othello, directed by Artistic Director Eric
Ting. Ting will collaborate with playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins to abridge the play, sharpening its
already-potent themes of racial injustice, white envy, and fear of the outsider. Cal Shakes will present
four matinees as part of the company’s Student Discovery program, along with classroom workshops,
residencies, actor talkbacks, and additional activities at their outdoor theater.
Cape Fear Regional Theater (Fayetteville, NC) will perform Henry V, directed by Artistic Director Tom
Quaintance. This production is part of their mainstage season with six student matinees scheduled. The
company will work primarily with schools in Cumberland County, including middle schools on the Fort
Bragg Army base. Schools will receive teacher guides, student resource guides, and pre-show videos
showcasing the director, actors, and designers, and will have the opportunity to integrate the company’s
Actors on The Go workshops in their classroom.
Please view the complete list of the 40 theater companies that have been selected to participate in
Shakespeare in American Communities for 2016-2017. Additionally, to enhance the educational impact of
Shakespeare in American Communities, Arts Midwest and the NEA have developed a comprehensive
Shakespeare in American Communities website in order to share resources and grantee spotlights.
About Arts Midwest
Arts Midwest promotes creativity, nurtures cultural leadership, and engages people in meaningful arts
experiences, bringing vitality to Midwest communities and enriching people’s lives. Based in
Minneapolis, Arts Midwest connects the arts to audiences throughout the nine-state region of Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. One of six
nonprofit regional arts organizations in the United States, Arts Midwest’s history spans more than 30
years. For more information, visit artsmidwest.org.
About the National Endowment for the Arts
Established by Congress in 1965, the NEA is the independent federal agency whose funding and support
gives Americans the opportunity to participate in the arts, exercise their imaginations, and develop their
creative capacities. Through partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies,
and the philanthropic sector, the NEA supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates America’s rich and
diverse cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote equal access to the arts in every community
across America. This year marks the 50th anniversary of the National Endowment for the Arts and the
agency is celebrating this milestone with events and activities through September 2016. For more
information, visit arts.gov.

